
The Noble Life of the Prophet.
Birth of the Prophet
The Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) was born on the 12 of the month Rab’i al-Awwal, in the year, 571 C.E, almost 600 years after Prophet Jesus, the son of Mary (peace be upon them both).
The Prophet's full name is Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah, son of ‘Abdul-Muttalib, son of Hāshim. He was from the Banu Hāshim clan of the Quraysh tribe. His ancestry went all the way back to Prophet Ishmael and Prophet Ibraham (peace be upon them both). Prophet Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) was born in the sacred city of Makkah, in the barren land of Arabia. Makkah was an important and prosperous city. Within it stood the Ka`bah, the First House ever built for humanity, to worship the one true God, called Allah. The original Ka`bah was built by Prophet Ibraham and his son, Prophet Ishmael, near the blessed spring of Zam-Zam. Over time, the people had abandoned the teachings of Prophet Ibraham and Prophet Ishmael and had introduced a variety stone carved idols and wooden statues in the Ka`bah. At the time of the birth of the Prophet, the Ka`bah had 360 idols in it.

Q1-  When was prophet  Muhammad born? And Where? (2)
Q2-  What is the prophet's full name?(1)
Q3-Who built the original Ka'bah? And Why?(2)
Q4-How many idols and statues were in Ka'bah at the time of the birth of the prophet? (1)




The Lone Orphan
The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was an orphan. His father Abdullah passed away two months before he was born. When the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was born, his mother, Aminah bint Wahb, sent him to his grandfather, Abdul-Muttalib, who was in the Ka`bah at the time. Abdul-Muttalib was the chief of the Quraysh tribe and was esteemed by all. The grandfather was elated at the good news and gave the baby the name “Muhammad”, meaning “the praised one.” It was the custom in Makkah for mothers to send their babies into the desert to be put in the care of a desert tribe, where they grew up in the traditional healthy outdoor environment. Halimah as-Sa’diyyah took the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) home and nursed him. Having looked after so many children before, she noticed something  extraordinary about the child. During Muhammad's stay with Halimah; she and her family received all kinds of blessings and favour from Allah.
The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) returned to his mother after five years of desert life. When he was six years old his mother, Aminah passed away. As a young boy, he must have felt very sad and heart-broken at the loss of his mother. The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) then went to stay with his grandfather, Abdul-Muttalib, who was extremely kind to him and looked after him with great love and affection. After two more years, when the prophet  was eight years old, his grandfather also died. Thereafter, Abu Tālib, an uncle of the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) took him under his care.

Q1- When did the prophets father pass away?
Q2- Who named the prophet Muhammad?
Q3- Who nursed the prophet? And What did she notice about him?
Q4-When did his mother die?
Q5- How old was the prophet when his grandfather died?


Al-Amīn (The Trustworthy)
As the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) grew up, he surpassed everyone in intelligence, modesty and truthfulness. He was known for moderation, honesty and a serious sense of responsibility. In his early youth, he was known to be a thoughtful boy. He worked as a shepherd and played with other children. Even before he received his first revelation, Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) believed in One God, the God of Ibrāhīm (blessings and peace be upon him) and never fell into the common practices of his people of worshipping idols. He believed that there was only one God, and only He was truly worthy of worship. He never gambled nor did he drink alcohol. He did not engage in gossip and backbiting. He gave charity to the poor and looked after the needy. He never lied, never broke a promise and never bore false witness.
Everyone respected him, and the people addressed him as “Al-Amīn”, which means “the trustworthy one”. He was also known as “As- Sadiq” or “The Truthful” for he never told a lie.

Q – Why did people in Makkah call the prophet " AL Sadiq and AL Amin"?











The Pledge
Even before his Prophet hood, the Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) was concerned about his fellow men and stood up against injustice and inequality. The Messenger of Allah with some other fair minded men once met at the house of ‘Abdullah ibn Jud’ān and made a promise that they would unite and protect the rights of the weak and the needy. The Arabs called this agreement “Hilf al-Fudoul". Twenty years after the beginning of his Prophethood, he said: “I was present at the house of Abdullah bin Jud’ān at the time of the pledge. I am not prepared to break my promise, even if I were to be given a hundred red camels. If somebody should appeal to me today, by virtue of that pledge, I would hasten to his help."
The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace be upon him) felt honoured for being able to participate in an alliance that was formed on the basis of establishing justice. He wanted to demonstrate that oppression and injustice is unacceptable, whether the person wronged is a Muslim or Non-Muslim, whether black or white, rich or poor.

Q – Talk about ( Hilf  Al Fodoul) agreement .











His Marriage to Khadijah
When the Messenger (blessings and peace be upon him) was twenty-five years old, he married Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, an honourable Qurayshī woman of exceptional character. She was a successful businesswoman with fine intellect and great wealth. When Khadijah was informed about the Prophet’s behaviour, truthfulness and outstanding ability, she expressed a wish to marry him.
Soon afterwards, Khadijah married the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) and the marriage proved a very successful one. Khadijah (may God be pleased with her) was the first woman that the Messenger of God married, and she bore him all his children except for Ibra im. Khadijah bore the Prophet four daughters:
Zaynab, Ruqayyah, Umm Kulthum and Fatimah and two sons: al-Qasim and ‘Abdullah who was also known as at-Tayyib and at-Tāhir.

Q1- How old was the prophet when he married K.B.K?
Q2- Why did Khadihah ask to marry the prophet?
Q3- How many children did Khadijah have with the prophet? And who were they?          









Rebuilding the Ka`bah
When the Messenger of God (blessings and peace be upon him) was thirty-five years old, the Quraysh decided to rebuild the Ka`bah, after a sudden flood had shaken its foundations and cracked its walls. When the rebuilding had reached the stage where the Black Stone (al-Hajar al-Aswad) had to be put in its place, a dispute arose and they began to argue fiercely, each clan wanting the honour of carrying out the noble task of placing the stone. The people were about to fight one another, when one of the elders suggested a solution: “Make the first person to enter the gate your judge”, he said. They all looked, and to their
immense delight, Muhammad (blessings and peace be upon him) entered. “It’s al-Amīn, the trustworthy one”, they cried, "We are content to follow his verdict.". The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) saw what was happening and asked for a piece of cloth. He then took the Black Stone and placed it in the centre of the cloth. Thereafter, he told each clan leader to take a corner of the cloth and lift it together. They did this, bringing it to its position. He (blessings and peace be upon him) then put the Black Stone in its place with his own hands. Thus, a bloody conflict was prevented and the dispute was resolved to everyone’s satisfaction.

 Q1- Why did Quraysh tribe rebuild the Kabah? 
Q2- why did the clans fight over the Black Stone?







In the Cave of Hiraa'
The Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) spent most of his time in contemplation and worship. He would often go to Cave Hiraa', situated near the top of mount an-Nūr, approximately two miles outside Makkah1. He would stay there meditating and praying until his provision of food and water would finish.
He would sit for lengthy periods pondering the mysteries of creation. What is man's true purpose in life? From where does man come, and where will he go after death? What does God Almighty require from us?
On the 21st of Ramadhan, 610 C.E., when the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was 40 years old, the first verses of the Qur’ān were revealed to him. Whilst he was sitting all alone in the cave, out of the stillness of the night, the
Angel Gabriel suddenly appeared and said to him, 1 Nowadays, in the north eastern part of Makkah.  “Read!” “I cannot read”, Muhammad replied, shaken.
The angel repeated the command, pressing him on, “Read!” The Messenger of God (blessings and peace be upon him) once again protested, “I cannot read”.
“Read” the mighty voice commanded once more. “I cannot read”, the Prophet replied. The angel then squeezed the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) a third time and said:  “Read in the name of your Lord, who created- Created man from a clinging substance. Read, and your Lord is the most Generous-
Who taught by the pen- Taught man what he did not know”
(Surah 96: verses 1 to 5)
“Cover Me, Cover Me” The occurrence in the cave left the Prophet shocked and confused. He (blessings and peace be upon him) trembled in fear, traumatised by
what he had seen and heard. He set off for his house immediately. On reaching home, the Prophet asked Khadijah to wrap him in blankets. When he calmed down, he related the whole story to her. Khadijah knew the character and integrity of the Prophet better than anyone else, after all she was his wife. She was well aware of his honesty and balanced personality. At once she
reassured him: “No! God would never disgrace you! You keep good ties with your relatives, you look after the weak, you help the poor and the needy, you entertain the guests and suffer hardships, in the path of truthfulness.”
Khadijah then suggested that they go and consult her wise elderly cousin Waraqah ibn Nawfal, who was a Christian. Waraqah heard the whole account and then said: “I am sure the angel that descended on Moses, has descended on you. Your people will abuse and mistreat you. I wish I could be alive to give you my support when your people will turn you out.” “Will they turn me out?” The Prophet
(blessings and peace be upon him) found this difficult to believe. Waraqah replied that the people have always turned against those who received a message from God. Waraqah lived only a short period after this incident and passed away.

Q1- Briefly explain the conversation between the prophet and  the angel (Gabriel) in the cave of Hira.
Q2- State and comment on two ways in which Khadija continued to support the prophet.   




The Early Converts
The first to believe in the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) and his divine message was Khadijah, followed shortly afterwards by ‘Ali bin Abi Tālib (May God be pleased with him). Ali was ten years old at the time and was living in the house of the Messenger of God.
Zayd bin Harithah, a servant of the Messenger of God, also became a Muslim.
Among the men, Abu Bakr bin Abi Quhafah (May God be pleased with him), a close companion of the Prophet and a man known for his intellect and uprightness, also embraced Islam. These people were the closest to the Prophet
(blessings and peace be upon him) and daily witnessed his truthfulness, sincerity and good behaviour. It was only natural for them to be the first converts to Islam.
For the first three years, the Prophet (blessings and peace be upon him) was told to spread the message privately, to evade any mischief from the Quraysh.

Q1- Who are the early converts?
Q2-How long did the prophet keep his message a secret? And why?




